
ONE PITTSBORO
a roadmap for a more vibrant, healthy, resilient and fiscally sustainable Pittsboro through parks
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BARTH  ASSOCIATES

So often the success of a project depends on having just the right person, for the specific project, at just the right time. )ȭÍconfident that our primary consultant 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ $ÁÖÉÄ "ÁÒÔÈȟ ×ÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÁÔȢ )ȭÖÅ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ɀheȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȢ 



INTRO
Å Chapter 1 of the plan covers 

the purpose, process and core 
philosophy. 
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GENERIC PURPOSE
A parks and open-space plan outlines a systematic approach to providing parks and 
recreation services to a community. Parks and open-space resources within a 
community include environmental, recreational, scenic, cultural, historic, and urban 
design elements.

Jan Gehl (1987), the Danish urbanist and architect, states,Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÈÉÅÒÁÒÃÈÙ ÏÆ 
ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÓÐÁÃÅȟ ÌÉÆÅȢȱTherefore communities 
need to plan for open spaces that provide a multitude of public functions before 
development occurs.These functions are numerous and may include:

Å Protection of natural resources and biodiversity
Å Creation of places for recreation
Å Support for economic development opportunities
Å Development of neighborhood gathering spaces
Å Promotion of public health benefits
Å Creation of civic and cultural infrastructure
Å Shaping patterns of development through open spaces

Eysenbach/ American Planning Association, M. E. (2006). Parks and open space plans. In Planning and urban design standards (p. 38). Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons

Parks Plans provide a systematic approach to providing parks & recreation services to a community. 



ɆA plan to meet existing 
and future parks and 
recreation needs

ɆA vision for a broader 
interconnected public 
realm that generates 
multiple benefits

ɆA strategy to implement 
the vision over time

SPECIFIC PURPOSE

This plan does applies a systematic approach while providing a vision for a broader interconnected 
public realm that generates multiple benefits, as well as a strategy to implement the vision over time.  



PHILOSOPHY
Core beliefs. . . & Core concepts

The following slides introduce a few of the a priori beliefs that undergird this plan.



Ȱ! ÐÁÒË ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÃÈ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÏÆ Á ÃÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ×ÏÒËȢȱ 

-Fredrick Law Olmstead (1822-1895)

First, we believe, that parks create great places and great cities, and are thus considered necessary infrastructure. 



INTERCONNECTED PUBLIC REALM

Envisions a broader conception of parks 
as crucial components of economically 
vibrant, healthy, resilient, and more 
equitable communities. 

Parks system planning is in support of 
ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ vision.

Second, we believe that parks are one part of a larger interconnected public realm composed also of streets and 
public buildings. Thus a park system is far more than the sum of its isolated parts. 



ONE PITTSBORO
An interconnected public realm for Pittsboro may consist of these elements and more. 



SAVANNAH, GA
built around public squares = equal access to all

Parks were central to every major planning movement in American history, and traditionally public spaces created the 
core around which the urban form coalesced. One can see a very pure embodiment of this concept in Savanah, GA. 



SAVANNAH, GA
Oglethorpe Plan 1818

4ÁËÅ !×ÁÙȡ 0ÁÒËÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÎÃÉÌÌÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ Á 
critical component of creating great cities. 

The Oglethorpe Plan of 1818 created a public square within the center of each ward, consciously ensuring equal 
access for all residents of the city.  Note also the commonly owned open space surrounding the gridded town core. 


